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When it comes to interior design, not everyone’s budget is as big as their imagination. So, no matter what 
you’re able to put in, here are the industry’s best design tips for beautiful design while squeezing the 
most value out of your budget, and bringing you the best possible returns.
 
1.       Where to find the best design ideas
 
There are a number of ways you can snag some great design ideas by using the resources already 
available to you. You can look at things like trade and architectural magazines, and you can find 
inspiration in the colours and textures in nature around you. Another option is to attend local design 
shows, such as 100% Design (Olympia, London) or Grand Designs (Excel, London).
 
Finally, you can find plenty of design online by visiting sites like;
 
·         Pinterest – www.pinterest.com
·         House and Garden – www.houseandgarden.co.uk
·         Right Move – www.rightmove.co.uk
·         Interior Designs – www.interiordesigns.net
 
 
2.       Understand who your customer is
 
Customers come in all different forms. You've got students, families, and even corporate clients, all with 
their own unique requirements. One of the main things to consider is the budget of the customer. This 
will help you design a place that ticks all the boxes.
 
Students are more interested in having their own space, so try to add an en-suite to each bedroom. 
Corporate clients, on the other hand, are all about luxury. Large spaces with expensive looking furniture 
is the way to go. Space is great for families too. It allows them room to grow and store all the toys and 
other items they'll build up over time.
 
3.       Using colour
 
Colour can really paint a picture. When choosing loud colours such as red and purple, try only painting 
one wall so it becomes the feature wall. This will prevent it from being too overpowering.
 
Shades of yellow are perfect for kitchens, but don't choose them in the bedrooms as they don't incite a 
restful atmosphere.
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Greens and browns are perfect for living rooms and kitchens as they're cool, calm colours. Too much of 
either can have a negative effect though. You should make sure you include a brighter colour from the 
other end of the spectrum to balance it out.
 
Try introducing a warm tone, such as red or orange, somewhere throughout the room in the form of 
accessories. This will contrast perfectly.
 
Even the front door colour has an effect. White for cleanliness and brown security. This is one of the first 
things a buyer will see, so it's very important.
 
4.       It’s all about the kerb appeal
           
Before a potential buyer sees the inside of the property they have to be won over by the outside.
 
You have to entice them to walk through the door. Smart buyers tend to view a property at different 
times of the day to see what the area is like, so you'll want to make sure your property reflects in a 
positive light.
 
Little things go a long way. Ensure the garden is tidy and appealing, even if there isn't much of it. Trim the 
bushes and cut the grass.
 
Repainting window frames and oiling the gate so it doesn't squeak gives the viewer a positive feeling 
about the rest of the property, too.
 
5.       Dress to impress
 
For most, it's hard to imagine living somewhere when all they see is an empty room, so it's wise to include 
furniture and accessories where relevant.
 
Remember you're not selling your own home, you're selling a house. Don't go overboard.
 
You can save money by hiring larger pieces instead of buying them outright. For instance, beds, sofas and 
dining room tables are cheaper to hire than they are to purchase.
 
Pictures and soft furnishings add warmth to a place and make it seem more appealing to a potential 
buyer, and adding plants are a great way to give life to the property, too.
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